Molecular mutations in thyroid carcinogenesis.
Molecular mutations in thyroid carcinomas have been well characterized and studied and consist of both germline and somatic genetic events. Mutations that are associated with tumorigenesis can be divided into 2 general categories: oncogene mutations and tumor suppressor gene mutations. Thyroid tumors and their characteristic molecular mutations are discussed in this review. The current practice in diagnostic testing for thyroid tumors also is examined.